
January 2011: 

Sazerac 



  Certainly one of the First Cocktails; originated around 1830. 

  Commonly, but incorrectly credited as the origin of the name 
“Cocktail”. 

  The Official Drink of New Orleans as of June, 2008. 

   



Sazerac 

  2 ounces of Rye Whiskey  

  1/2 tsp. simple syrup 

  2 dashes Peychaud’s Bitters 

  A rinse of Absinthe or anise-flavor spirits 

Found to Consist of: 



Sazerac 

  Credit for the invention of The Sazerac is given to 
Antoine Amadie Peychaud, a a creole apothecary 
who moved to New Orleans from the West Indes 
and set up shop in the French Quarter in the early 
1800s. 

  Peychaud's claim to fame was the creation of the 
medicinal tonic of roots and herbs that bears his 
name today. 

The Secret Origins 



Sazerac 

  At some point between 1830 and 1850, Peychaud (or 
one of his customers) began combining his tonic 
with Cognac and sugar. 

  In 1850, Aaron Bird took over the “Merchants 
Exchange Coffee House”, changed the name to 
“The Sazerac” and began serving cocktails made 
with and named after Sazerac-de-Forge et Fils 
Cognac. 

The Secret Origins 



Sazerac 

  The Phylloxera Plague of 1880 killed off the Sazerac 
brand of Cognac. 

  The Sazerac began to serve its drinks with the local 
favorite, Rye Whiskey, leaving us with the recipe 
that we still use today. 

The Secret Origins 



Sazerac 

  Well, almost. Absinthe was banned from the US in 
1912. 

  A locally made substitute, Herbsaint, was introduced 
in 1934 and quickly became the rinse of choice for 
the Sazerac. 

  The Herbsaint recipe was changed in 1970, but the 
original, 100 proof 1934 recipe was recently re-
released. 

The Secret Origins 



Sazerac 

  The Sazerac is commonly credited as the origin of the word 
“Cocktail”. 

  The story goes that Peychaud served his customers drinks in  
an egg cup called a "coquetier".  

  The word "cocktail" then came from an Americanized 
pronunciation of "coquetier". 

  Sadly, this isn’t true; the term “Cocktail” and its recipe, first 
saw print in 1806. 

 The origin of “Cocktail”? 



Sazerac 

  Senate Bill 6 was proposed by State Senator Edwin Murray (D-
New Orleans) in March, 2008 to make the Sazerac Louisiana's 
official state cocktail. 

  This was defeated, but was eventually revised, and then passed, 
to make the Sazerac the official drink of the City of 
NewOrleans.  

 The Official Cocktail of New Orleans 



Sazerac 

   Commence Drinking! 

 The Bar is Open 


